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difficulty of getting rid of slavery where it exists.

'When Southern people tell us they are no
more responsible for the origin of slavery than
we, I acknowledge the fact, When it is said
that the institution exists, and that it is very
difficult to get rid of it in any satisfactory way,
I can understand and appreciate the saying. I
surely will not blame them for not doing what I
should not know how to do myself. If all earthly
power were given me, I should not know what to
do as to the existing institution. ... It does seem
to me that systems of gradual emancipation
might be adopted; but for their tardiness in this
I will not undertake to judge our brethren of
the South. When they remind us of their con-
stitutional rights, I acknowledge them, not
grudgingly, but fully and fairly; and I would
give them any legislation for the reclaiming of
their fugitives which should not, in its strin-
gency, be more likely to carry a free man into
slavery, than our ordinary criminal laws are to
hang an innocent one/

Lincoln was prepared to put up with the exist-
ence of slavery in the South and to grant a
stringent Fugitive Slave Law, but he would not
tolerate the extension of slavery into the Terri-
tories. But against, his position one argument was
directed to which he had to find an answer. Sup-
pose, he was asked, that the South refuses to
remain in the Union if it is not allowed some
possibility of extending slavery into the Terri-
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